
Poverty Exemption Instructions 

All forms must be submitted to the local assessing unit on or after January 1st but 

before the day prior to the last day of the December Board of Review during the year in 

which the exemption is requested. 

Taxpayers should contact the local assessing unit directly to verify deadline dates for 

submission of the forms to ensure the application gets reviewed by a Board of Review 

during that calendar year. 

Please see the Nelson Township Poverty Guidelines/ Policy for more information 

Checklist 

□ Form 5737 Application for MCL 211. 7u Poverty Exemption

□ Form 5739 Affirmation of Ownership and Occupancy to Remain Exempt by Reason

of Poverty

□ Federal and State Income Tax Returns

o Federal and state tax returns are not required for a person residing in the

principal residence if that person was not required to file a federal or state

income tax return. Instead, Form 4988, Poverty Exemption Affidavit may be

filed for all persons residing in the residence who were not required to file

federal or state income tax returns in the current or immediately preceding

year.

□ Completed Asset Test Form

Please note that if any of the above information is missing, the application will be returned 

to you. 












